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they know well how to empty it, for they are clever hands at
driving a bargain.

Few towns in Arabia show greater marks of the vicissitudes
of fortune than Mascat.    The remains of a large church, now
enclosed within the palace precincts, bear witness to Portuguese
days, and to the same date are to be ascribed most of the forti-
fications   which   guard  the harbour  and   crown  the   heights.
Long rows of really good houses, many of them falling into
decay, attest the Persian occupation and the days of Takee-ed-
Deen; while several khans and half-conventual seeming masses
of building, equally neglected and ruinous, point out the quon-
dam residence of Banians, Loothians,  or other  merchants of
Hindoo or quasi-Hindoo  origin, once  attracted hither by the
favourable rule of Sa'eed-es-Sultan, then diminishing and de-
parting under the sinister influences now of Wahhabee intoler-
ance, now of Thoweynee's own negligence, or the unchecked
injustice   of some  subordinate  harpy.    The golden   times of
Mascat and its fullest population seem to have been between
twenty and thirty years since; and the number of inhabitants
at that period, negroes included, may well have reached sixty
thousand or even more.    At the epoch of my visit, forty thou-
sand appeared about the total of inhabitants within the walls;
the palm-leaf huts of the suburbs around contain a few thousand
more.    The great  Keysareeyah, a remarkably well-built  and
vaulted construction, consisting of several arcades, and contain-
ing shops worthy of Bombay or Madras, is now about one-third
deserted ; though the Rooks or market-places around, the resort
of more ordinary shopkeepers and petty business, are still full
mid crowded.    Sa'eecl knew that, whatever might be the energy
and enterprise of his own born subjects, their commercial trans-
actions would never attain real importance, except by the co-
operation and under the lead of Indian merchants, and accord-
ingly used every means in his power to allure the Banians of
Cutch, Gruzerat, and the Concan to Mascat, and by absolute
toleration, special immunities, and constant patronage rendered
the port a half-Hindoo colony.    Nor had ever a government
more useful, more steady-working, and more inoffensive pro-
teges than the Banians proved themselves to 'Oman : interfering
with no one, seeking nothing beyond their direct line of business,
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